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Student Financial Aid Overview 
By John L. Nunes 
University of San Diego 
News Bureau Director 
(For The Tidings) 
Student financial aid con~inues to take new forms, as 
the private sector is gradually taking up the slack created 
by the federal government's reluctance to increase its role. 
Herbert Whyte, director of financial aid at the 
University of San Diego, thinks that's good, primarily 
because "students can much more readily identify with a 
private business or individual than the federal government." 
USD, a private independent university with an 
enrollment of about 5,300, offers a financial aid package 
that is representative of the assistance provided by 
colleges across the nation, according to Whyte, who has 
worked in this field for 16 years. 
For more than 25 years, packaging a blend of state, 
federal, institutional and private grants, scholarships and 
loans is the most common method used to deliver financial 
aid to students. 
An estimated 60 percent of USD's students are on 
financial aid, which equates to about $14 million annually, 
Whyte reported. To maintain a healthy cross-section of 
students, half the enrollment should be on financial aid, 
Whyte said. 
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Students do not have to take the trouble to package 
their aid. It is done by government agencies and college 
financial aid offices which process and evaluate 
applications. 
Two-thirds of the grants and scholarships made 
available to college students is still, by far, from the 
federal and state governments. 
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At USD, the largest single source of financial aid 
comes from the state government. More than $1.5 million in 
aid comes to the San Diego campus from the California State 
Grants office. USD has some 500 students receiving money 
from this ~tate office, based on financial need and grade 
point average. The maximum award is $4,110 per student. 
For the financially neediest is the PELL Grant, a 
federal program that awards a maximum of $2,100. This grant 
money is transferrable to any college. 
Also from the federal government is the Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grant. "Only schools with complete 
financial aid packages offer this grant," Whyte noted _  . USD 
has 330 students receiving money from the supplemental grant 
program. 
USD, as most colleges, also has its own grant and 
scholarship programs: 
-- The USD Scholarship, awarded to both new and 
continuing full time students. Freshman awards are based on 
SAT/ACT scores, scholastic achievement and a financial need. 
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-- The Bishop Leo T. Maher Catholic Leadership 
Scholarship, available to freshmen and transfer students who 
have demonstrated leadership in their parish, school and 
community. The awards range from $200 to $1,500 per year, 
depending on financial need and grade point average. 
There are also athletic grants at USD, a member of the 
NCAA. Most of USD sports teams are in Division One, 
permitting some 500 students to receiving athletic grants. 
Two types of student employment, financed by the 
unversity and the federal government, are available: 
-- Work-study, in which students take jobs on campus. 
The work is oriented to a student's major, when possible. 
-- Off-campus employment service, in which USD assists 
students in finding weekend or part-time employment. 
The loan programs at USD are: 
--Guaranteed Student Loans, which are insured by the 
federal government and are available through lenders such as 
banks, credit unions and state agencies. Qualified 
undergraduates may borrow up tq $2,500 per year. 
Repayment and interest (at 8 percent) begins six months 
after the borrower ceases to be at least a half-time 
student. 
-- National Direct Student Loans, a federal program 
providing long-term low-interest (5 percent) loans to 
undergraduate and graduate students who have demonstrated 
financial need. Students may borrow up to $3,000 for the 
first two years and up to $6,000 for their undergraduate 
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program. USO expects students to apply for a Guaranteed 
Student Loan before they may be considered for a Direct 
Loan. 
Procedure for applying for financial aid is similar at 
two-year and four-year institutions throughout the United 
States, Whyte reported. "Two principal agencies process the 
aid applications: the American College Testing Service and 
the College Scholarship Service." 
Forms from both services are available at college 
financial aid offices. For high school students, the best 
time to apply for college financial aid is about one year 
ahead of time. 
The best month to mail applications is January, Whyte 
( pointed out. ''If you miss a deadline, even by minutes, 
you're out," he said. 
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